 The York Road Partnership

Serving the York Road Corridor


Minutes of the Meeting of October 5, 2003


 

Jason Canapp, president of the York Road Partnership, opened the meeting at 6:45 p.m. 

Announcements and Updates
 

Loyola’s Good Neighbor Day

On Sunday, September  7th about 40 Loyola College students participated in the student government-sponsored Good Neighbor Day initiative by working with the Streetscape Committee on Corridor projects. Louis Perkins reported the students painted over 20 fireplugs, installed tree-pit frames in around the new trees in the 5400 block, and cleans, weeded and mulched at various locations.  The students were enthusiastic, energetic, and came away eager to join the Partnership in future projects.

2nd Annual Good Neighbor Award

Nominations were opened for this years’ Good Neighbor Award. This award is given annually to a business of organization on the corridor that the Partnership would like to recognize for its contribution to the overall health and appearance of the Corridor.  Nomination forms were distributed  (and are attached herewith). The nominations can be return by mailed, or via email to  louis.perkins@longandfoster.com, given  to any of the Appearance Task Force members, or brought to the next meeting, at which time the nominations will be voted on.  

York Woodbourne Streetscape Project 

The renovation of the memorial corner has been completed, except for planting bulbs. The project was funded by MTA as a means of enhancing the safety and appearance of this transit stop. The project was initiated primarily to have bus shelters installed at this location; however in the interim the state developed a contract with a private company to install and maintain shelters, so when the grant was received, MTA no longer  installed shelters. We have to wait until the City finalizes an agreement with Viacom for installing shelters (70% of which will be permitted to have ‘tasteful’ advertising) outside the downtown area where they currently are working. Planning Department is working on a city council bill that would allow shelters to be installed without requiring an individual ordnance for each. The Partnership voted to thank Shari DiPasquale of Stonehill Design and Laura Penza of Penza Associates for donating so much of their time and expertise to develop the concept design and work with the contractor throughout the process. 

Dulaney Station

Officer Jon Walters reported that more attention has been directed to this area, and many of the concerns raised by Dulaney Station have been alleviated. He also reported that a bike patrol will begin next week. This will provide a continuous but randomly timed presence to monitor the situation

Turn Arrow at Provident Bank

When the roadway was re-stripped as part of the recent streetscape project, the locations of the arrows indicating turns onto Glenwood and Provident Bank were reversed.  This was reported at the 9/3/03 meeting, however the situation has not yet been rectified.

SNAP Vision Statement

Jason distributed a compilation of the many email messages that have been exchanged in conversations about both the Vision Statement and a ‘bumper sticker’. (this is included in the minutes as an attachment.) He suggested that we focus discussion today on the Vision statement and postpone the bumper stick slogan discussion until the next meeting. After discussion, the Vision Statement was approved as:

Baltimore City’s York Road Community will be composed of vibrant urban neighborhoods. From its diverse blend of citizens to its unique shopping attractions, the Community will capture the essence and spirit of positive city living.

Action Team Updates

Streetscape & Appearance Task Force

Louis Perkins reported the group is in the process of defining short and long term goals. A Sanitation Department representative will be at the next (Oct. 26th) meeting to answer questions and address concerns that were raised. The group would like to proceed to continue the GBA Streetscape  project southward along the Corridor, incorporating the GBA design standards into new blocks.  Since this study should also involve the Commercial Revitalization Task Force, Jason would like to convene a group (and not necessarily of people presently working with a Task Force) to address this specific project. He placed a sign-up sheet for people interested . Anyone who is interested should contact Louis Perkins (louis.perkins@longandfoster.com  410-323-8601) or Jason (Jason@canapp.com  410-435-5137). Kristin mentioned that the City’s Capital Improvement Projects –requests involving ‘big bucks’- for the following year must be submitted for review in October. While it is too late for us to submit this project for  the current year, however she would like to make sure our request will be ready for next year’s funding cycle consideration

Commercial Revitalization Task Force/ Community Legacy

Jason provided copies of a draft Commercial Revitalization plan that was included with the Community Legacy application. He felt this document could serve as a foundation on which the group could develop the a final version to be included in the SNAP report.  The Partnership/BDC group was interviewed as a first review layer for Community Legacy and it seemed to go ok. The awards are expected to be announced in November.

Public Safety Task Force

Besides the improvement at Dulaney Station, Officer Jon Walters explained a two-person bike unit consisting of Officers Robinson and Barnett, will patrol the Corridor between 39th St. and the county line, as well as the hot spot areas. They will handle complaints. Their hours will vary and some will be in the evening.  Supervisors and will contact community members beginning with association presidents. At least twice a month an officer will call and ask how they can better help the community. In this way the officers will get into the communities and are listening to community concerns. In the three weeks the program has been underway they have had good success and found that people don’t mind one bit when they knock on their door.  Locating a substation at Govans Manor is still being worked on. There is a new manager (again).  Jason will be convening a meeting of the relevant parties to expedite the process since permission is also needed from Housing to make the minor requested changes in the facilities.

Nine trainees from the police academy have been on foot patrol in the area and residents said it made a difference; McCabe was quiet. Unfortunately they have to return to the academy; however Jon said that a such a foot patrol may be available on a rotating basis.

Jason asked the neighborhood association presidents to designate a liaison to the public safety group and to also try to have someone regularly attend the Northern District Community Council meetings. 

On November 15 a Crime Watch Event will be held that will include a workshop on the Citizen on Patrol and the Block Watch initiatives.

Jason said he would like to receive a list of the names of neighborhood block captains. He felt they can be helpful in distributing information and that it will also be helpful to know where there are no block captains. The area of responsibility for a block captain was discussed and it was clear that it varies, with in some instance one person covering four blocks and in others there are two people in a block.   Bill Miller said GHCC is developing a Block Captain Training Manual.

Phil Reely mentioned his association (York Courts) has done a short safety briefing to be prepared in case of a major catastrophe. They identified who is CPR certified,  people who would call 911, and who would meet the fire engines/police. He suggested other associations might want to make some emergency preparation plans.

Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization Task Force

Helene Perry reported the housing surveys have been distributed now to five associations: Wilson Park, Wilson Park North, Richnor Springs, Winston McCabe, Woodbourne McCabe, and Mid Govans.  Some preliminary data has been returned and it appears there will be a need for additional work (possibly volunteers with PDAs) to fill in the gaps where there are no block captains or other involved residents.

One survey contained a half-block area where young adults congregate and are generally disruptive.  This situation was also the subject of a recent email from Phil Reely at York Courts; and some discussion resulted on how such problems can be handled.  Theresa Furnari mentioned the Community Mediation Center that has teenagers trained as peer mentors might be able to help. The Fellowship of Lights used to successful in address these types of situations but they have lost their funding. One comment was made that kids, particularly those over 13, have no place to go and the adult community needs to take responsibility for them. Jon Walters agreed it is a good idea for community adults to get involved and show community is concerned, Initiating a conversation that is not confrontational but informational to find out what they want would be useful.

New Business

Mayors Office of Neighborhoods

Valerie Carpenter has resigned from the Mayors Office of Neighborhoods; the Partnership voted to send her our warmest thanks for all her help and good wishes for the future.  Kristin announced our new representative will be Kia Buts who will come onboard November 3rd. In the meanwhile Kristin is fielding questions/problems.

Northern Gateway Charette

Don Halligan, president of Lake Walker reported on plans for a Northern Gateway Charette that will be held on Nov. 15th. The idea grew out of a developer' proposal for a Walgreens at Walker Ave. Subsequent discussions involved conversations among five city and three county communities. The group eventually agreed they did not like the proposed development plan, and are now sponsoring a charette to proactively address what the communities would like to see developed in this area that presently contains considerable vacant commercial space. They want to articulate the communities’ view of acceptable and desirable uses and urban designs both to avoid barriers to compatible development and avoid incremental decision-making over separate small parcels. Their hope is that this process becomes a model that can be replicated along the Corridor as larger developable parcels are identified.

MD45 Update

Leslie Wietscher provided an update on MD 45 - the Northern Streetscape project. The state thought they had a successful bid and began surveying work. However the bids were all too high, so adjustments in the contract requirements were made. They are still looking at the second round of bids, as they are higher than anticipated and are trying to find funding for the project.

Political Endorsements

Theresa Furnari raised a question about a letter that was sent out by Councilman Ken Harris just before the recent city council elections in which some felt there was an appearance of endorsement by many area neighborhoods and by the Partnership. The actual endorsements were only personal endorsements of the presidents of these groups, however, some felt that the way it was phrased gave it the appearance of endorsement by the organizations.  She expressed three concerns: If any organization that is a 501c(3), then endorsing a political candidate could cause them to lose their non-profit status. The way the materials were signed it appeared that the Partnership itself was endorsing the candidate. She questioned whether the Partnership wants to (or should) be involved in political endorsements.  Several suggestions were offered on how an individual can endorse a candidate as an individual (e.g. by not mentioning their affiliation or by using a disclaimer that states they are speaking as an individual). In order to clarify the position of the Partnership, which is not a 501c(3) organization, Theresa was asked to draft language for a proposal to amend the Bylaws so that the Partnerships involvement in political issues will be clarified.

Other items

Changing Greenmount to York Road 

Bill Miller reported that the question of renaming Greenmount Ave as York Road from 39th Street northward to 42nd where the name-change presently occurs had been sent by the Planning Dept. to GHCC for their review and that no objection raised. Phil Reely of York Courts said the Guildford Association does not oppose this change either. He is in the process of circulating a petition to residents along those blocks. The Planning Department will also bring the question to the Pen Lucy Association.

Announcements of meetings

Leslie Wietscher reminded everyone of the Mayors Fall Clean Up Campaign and that associations needed to sign up this Friday for a rolloff and other supplies.

The next Action Team meeting is that of Public Safety on Tuesday October 14th at 6:30 at the Human Services Center.

Northern District Community Council meeting is Wednesday October 15 at 7 pm at the Northern District Station. At this meeting they would like to identify people who are willing to be involved in developing Community Impact Statements and volunteer to attend hearings to present the view of the area neighborhood. This is an effective way to show community concern and to assure appropriate sentences are given.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.

The next meeting will be held on

Wednesday, November 5th and will begin at 7:00 pm instead of 6:30

Please send any corrections or additions to these minutes to Helene Perry at 410-617-2521 or hperry@loyola.edu 
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